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 2.  
  

Attendance and Apologies  

  

  

Name  Shire / Council / Organisation  Method 

Members     

Cr David Menzel (Chair) President, Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley  Zoom 

Cr Peter McCumstie President, Shire of Derby West Kimberley  Zoom 

Cr Trish McKay Deputy Shire President, Shire of Halls Creek Zoom 

Observers     

James Watt Director Corporate Services, Shire of Broome  Zoom 

Cr Geoff Haerewa Deputy President, Shire of Derby West Kimberley Zoom 

Amanda Dexter  CEO, Shire of Derby West Kimberley  Zoom 

Musa Mono Acting CEO, Shire of Halls Creek  Zoom 

Vernon Lawrence  CEO, Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley  Zoom 

Executive Support Team     

Paul Rosair   Principal, NAJA Business Consulting Services Zoom 

Michelle Mackenzie   Principal, Mira Consulting Zoom 

Jane Lewis   Principal, Redit Research Zoom 

Rebecca Billing Administrative Assistant, NAJA Business Consulting Services Zoom 

Presentations      

BBY CEO, Christy Hawker Zoom 

Co-operative Research 
Centre for Northern Australia 
(CRCNA)  

Chief Scientist CRCNA and Professor of Tropical Regional 
Development, The Cairns Institute and James Cook 
University, Dr Allan Dale 

Zoom 

Hon. Louise Kingston Member for the South West Region. Shadow Minister for 
Regional Cities; Climate Action; Tourism 

Zoom 

Apologies   

Sam Mastrolembo  CEO, Shire of Broome   

Cr Chris Mitchell President, Shire of Broome   

 
  

1. Meeting Open: 2:50pm 
 

Chair acknowledged the Traditional Custodians of the different lands on which people meet today, and 

paid respect to all the Elders past, present and emerging. 
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Cr Desiree Male Deputy Shire President, Shire of Broome  

Cr Malcolm Edwards  President, Shire of Halls Creek   

Cr Tony Chafer Deputy Shire President, SWEK  

West Kimberley Empowered 
Communities 

COO, Mala Haji-Ali  

   

  3.  
  

Disclosures, Conflicts and Declarations of Interest:  

 

 Financial Interest  / Impartiality 

Member  Item Number  Item  Nature of Interest  

       

  

 

  
   
  

 
4.    Minutes of the last meeting  
 

Item for Decision 

Submitted by: Secretariat 

Attachment 1: Matters Arising and Outstanding Business 

 

 
  

Confirmation of Previous Minutes  

 Resolution/s Action(s) / Budget Implications  

  
That the Minutes of the Kimberley Regional 
Group held on 16 February 2024, as 
published and circulated, be confirmed as a 
true and accurate record of that meeting.  

 
 

  
See Attachment 1 – Matters Arising and  

Outstanding Business   
 

Note: Treasurer’s report will be provided at the 

June meeting. 

Moved:  Shire of Deby West Kimberley Responsible:  See Attachment  

Seconded:   Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley Due date:   As appropriate  

Carried:  3/0  
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Attachment 1 Matters Arising and Outstanding Business   
  

Date / Item  Action / Progress  Responsible 

Resilience and Recovery 

 
15/06/2023 
 

 
Action:  
1. The Executive Team will seek to engage with the WALGA 
Working Group on behalf of the KRG  
2. Members note that the KRG will make a written submission to 
the two inquiries taking into consideration the State Emergency 
Services Minister’s advice  
3. Members approve the drafting of an Emergency Services 
position paper  
 
Status / Progress: 
1. In Progress: Information sought from WALGA on how local 
governments can have input into the Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements (DRFA) Review. 
 
2a. Complete: A submission to the Independent Review of 
Commonwealth Disaster Funding was lodged to the Review team 
and a submission lodged with the Senate Inquiry. 
 
2b. Complete: The WA LEMA Review, progressed by the WA 
Local Government Association and the Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services, was endorsed by SEMC in August. The plan 
has been uploaded to the SEMC website -  
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/announcements/lema-review-
project-outcomes 
 
3. Complete: The Position Paper was endorsed 23/11/2023 and 
the revised Paper on the 19th April 2024 
 

 
Executive Officer 
and CEO SDWK 

Priority Action List 

 

15/6/2023 

 

Action:  
1. KRG members to provide any feedback to the Executive 

Team before 7/7/2023. 
2. Executive Team allocates resources from contract hours to 

implement. 
3. Executive Team scope out project costings for additional 

consultancy work as required 
 

Status / Progress:  

1. Complete 

2. Complete 

3. In progress 

 
Note an updated on the Priority Action List is a standing item on 
the KRG agenda. See Item 13. 
 

 

Executive Team 

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/announcements/lema-review-project-outcomes
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/announcements/lema-review-project-outcomes
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Date / Item  Action / Progress  Responsible 

Administrative Matters 

 

21/02/2024 

 

Action: 
Executive Officer to work with Dr Allan Dale regarding CRCNA 

 

Status / Progress:  

In Progress. Dr Allan Dale to present to the members. See item 10 

 

 

Executive Team 

State and Federal Government Election Strategy 

 

4/10/2023 

 
Action:  
1. Executive Team to work on providing materials and 

methodology for the election strategy.  

2. Executive Team to proceed on developing the election strategy 

in accordance with the proposal tabled 23/11/2023 

3. 16/02/2024 – Executive Team to follow up with Shire of Derby 

regarding projects for the Investment Prospectus 

4. 16/02/2024 – Kimberley Disaster Resilience to be used as the 

flag ship project on the front of the Prospectus 

5. Executive Officer negotiating with Liz Ritchie, CEO, RAI to 

attend the August 13th-15th Summit in Canberra 

 

Status / Progress:  

1. Complete 

2. In Progress. See Item 16 

3. The Derby West Kimberley advised projects would be received 

following the meeting on the 19th April. 

4. Disaster resilience has been included at the front of the 

Prospectus as a flag ship project. Also a new section on 

Closing the Gap has been included. 

5. Emails sent to members regarding interest in attending and 

email sent to Liz Ritchie regarding sponsorship opportunities. 

A proposal has been received and the Executive Officer is 

liaising with Liz Ritchie on this proposal and will bring it to the 

KRG for consideration.   

 

 

Executive Team 

Kimberley Development Commission Funding Proposal 

 

4/10/2023 

 
Action: 
1. Further research is to be conducted into the KDC data 

funding proposal before a decision is made 
2. Letter to be sent to the KDC requesting a meeting to discuss 

the outcomes of the research and other regional issues 
3. A copy of the letter sent to KDC to be sent to Cr Geoff 

Haerewa to follow up.  
 
 

 

Executive Team 
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Date / Item  Action / Progress  Responsible 

Status / Progress:  

1. In Progress 
2. Letter sent. No response received as yet 

3. Complete. Letter sent to Cr Geoff Haerewa 27/02/2024.  
 

Kimberley Housing Roundtable 

 

16/02/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Action 
1. Executive Team to write to the Kimberley Development 

Commission seeking $10,000 towards the cost of the 
Kimberley Housing Roundtable 

2. Executive Team to write to Regional Development Australia 
Kimberley seeking up to $5,000 towards the cost of the 
Kimberley Housing Roundtable 

3. KRG committed $5,000 at the February 16th meeting.  
 
Status / Progress:  

1. Letter sent 26/02/2024. KDC approved $10,000. See Item 9 & 
Correspondence.  

2. Letter sent 26/02/2024. RDA Kimberley approved $2,500  
 

 

Executive Team 

Advocacy Strategy Management & Maintenance of Social Housing 

 

16/02/2024 

 

 

 

 
Action 
1. Executive Officer to develop a strategy and discuss at the 

April 2024 meeting. 
Status / Progress:  

1. Strategy developed. See Item 11.  
 

 

Executive Team 

Alcohol Restrictions 

 

16/02/2024 

 
Action 
Executive Team to work with RCAWA and Hotels Association 
(AHA) on advocacy and submission letter.  
 
Status / Progress:  

AHA has shared their Show Cause notice for Broome which with 
our BDR submission and position paper on management of 
alcohol and drugs will form the basis of a joint advocacy letter / 
submission to government from KRG, RCAWA and AHA. 
 

 

Executive Team 

Kimberley Volunteer Resource Centre 

 

16/02/2024 

 
Action 
Members to take the Regional Volunteering Strategy 2020 to 
their individual council meetings for endorsement and to report 
back to the Executive Officer to action a whole of KRG 
endorsement. 
 
 

 

Members 
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Watching Brief 
Aboriginal Heritage Act: Now pending Department updates on rescinded legislation. On 15 

November 2023, the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 was restored as the legislation that manages 

Aboriginal heritage in Western Australia some amendments drawn from feedback from consultation. 

Approval is only required where there is potential for any harm to an Aboriginal site.   

WA Development Index – response received from the Department of Local Government, Sport and 

Cultural Industries. To be raised with the new Minister for Local Government.  

Banned Drinkers Register – Legislation passed. KRG media release issued and picked up in local 

papers. Implementation and outcomes will be monitored. 

Date / Item  Action / Progress  Responsible 

Status / Progress:  

Email reminder with copy of the Volunteering Strategy sent to 
members on the 6th of March 2024. 
 

Review of Financial Assistance Grants (FAGs) 

 

23/11/2023 

 
Action: 
SWEK is running a procurement process and has issued an RFQ 
 
Status / Progress:  
Procurement process complete. NAJA engaged to undertake this 
project and start date TBC.  

 

 

Vernon Lawrence 

Community Safety and Crime Prevention Investment Package 

 

23/11/2023 

 
Action: 
SWEK is running a procurement process and has issued an RFQ 
 
Status / Progress:  

Procurement process complete. NAJA engaged to undertake this 
project and start date TBC.  
 

 

Vernon Lawrence 

Benchmarking 

 

23/11/2023 

 
Action: 
1. Executive Team to approach RCAWA and request the use of 

the benchmarking templates. 
2. Executive Team to email CEO’s requesting a contact to send 

the spreadsheet to start collecting the information.  
 
Status / Progress:  

1. Complete: RCAWA approved KRG to use the benchmarking 

template.  

2. In Progress: Emails sent and information received from 

Broome and SWEK. Derby working on providing the 

information by the 19th of April. Follow up email sent to Halls 

Creek 05/04/2024.  

 

 

Executive Team / 

Members 
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State government funding to support young people in the Kimberley. Cr McCumstie is the KRG 

observer member on the Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Steering Committee (AYWSC) and will provide 

updates as required. Note the Aboriginal Regional Governance Group (ARRG) has been 

undertaking media expressing disappointment at the lack of government commitment to implement 

recommendations of reports into youth suicide in the Kimberley. New $4M community-led 

Immediate Response Night Space (IRNS) service for young people in Broome. There is no 

overarching youth justice strategy for the region.  

Tanami Road funding – Letter sent to Minister Catherine King on 28/05/23. Response received. 

Commonwealth confirmation that the project would proceed and an additional $200M funding 

announced 16/11/2023.  KRG media release issues and picked up in local papers. Shire of Halls 

Creek leading work on a Tanami Activation Strategy.  

First Point of Entry (FPOE) Wyndham and Broome - Minister King announced in February 2024 

that work will be undertaken for the enhanced FPOE status for Broome. This includes working with 

Border Force and the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.  

North West Defence and Border Security – April 2024 letter sent to State and Federal Government 

expressing concern. 
 

 

Resolved 

Media and Communications Policy and Stakeholder Engagement Plan 

Letters of congratulations to new State Ministers 

Audited statements circulated 

KRG meeting dates set and circulated 

Service Level Agreement  

Policy Position Papers 

Investment Prospectus 2023/24 

Lord Mayors Distress Relief Funding 

MOU finalised and signed 

Insurance Costs relief as a result of flood impacts 

Potential tourism opportunities for total eclipse events, provided by Kym Francesconi 

Regional Road Group: Shire allocations 

KRG Website and LinkedIn profile - operational 

BBY and WKFEC invitation to present to KRG 

National Housing and Homelessness Plan submitted 20/10/2023. Published DSS Engage Website 

Service Level Agreement Assessment – 5% increase endorsed 23/11/2023 

July – September quarterly report – 23 November 2023 meeting.  

Simplified Governance Compliance Papers – endorsed 23 November 2023 meeting 

Regional Road Group Road Projects Funding Allocation – wrote to WALGA outlining KRG’s position 

Emergency Management Policy Position – Wrote to Matt Reimer DFES 

Members advised Cr Mitchell of their repsonse to the Regional Road Group Project grant funding 

Ministerial notes 15/02/24 – Minister Papalia, Minister Beazley, Premier. Sent to members 26/02/24 

Requirements for the Deputy Chair position clarrified and stands endorsed as per November 2023 
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Note: Correspondence considered of an administrative nature, such as meeting invites etcetera, will 

not be tabled.  

 
  

 
5.    Correspondence 
 

Item for Noting 

Submitted by: Secretariat 

Attachment 2: Correspondence In:    Chuck Berger, CEO, Kimberley Development   

……………………………………………  Commission 

Attachment 3: Correspondence In:    Luke Bosher, Head of Program, Strategy and Impact 

……………………………………………  Housing Australia 

Attachment 4: Correspondence In:    Hon Hannah Beazley MLA, Minister for Local 

……………………………………………  Government 

Attachment 5: Correspondence Out: Chuck Berger, CEO, Kimberley Development   

……………………………………………  Commission 

Attachment 6: Correspondence Out: Janine Hatch, Director, Regional Development  

…………………………………………      Australia Kimberley 

Attachment 7: Correspondence Out: Luke Bosher, Head of Program Strategy and Impact 

……………………………………………  Housing Australia 

Attachment 8: Correspondence Out: Hon Roger Cook MLA, Premier 

Attachment 9: Correspondence Out: Hon Don Punch MLA, Minister for Regional   

……………………………………………  Development  

Attachment 10: Correspondence Out: Hon Hannah Beazley MLA, Minister for Local 

……………………………………………  Government  

Attachment 11: Correspondence Out: Hon Richard Maries, Hon Clare O’Neil, Hon Pat  

……………………………………………   Conroy, Hon Matt Keogh, Hon Madeleine King, Hon  

……………………………………………   Kristy McBain, Hon Paul Papalia, Ms Divina D’Anna  

Correspondence In  

Date  06/03/2024 

From  Chuck Berger, CEO, Kimberley Development Commission  

Topic  Kimberley Housing Roundtable 

Attachment  2 

  

Date  06/03/2024 

From  Luke Bosher, Head of Program, Strategy and Impact Housing Australia 

Topic  Kimberley Housing Roundtable  

Attachment  3 

  

Date  10/04/2024 

From  The Hon Hannah Beazley MLA, Minister for Local Government  

Topic  Key issues and actions raised at the meeting 

Attachment  4 
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Correspondence Out  

Date  26/02/2024 

From  Michelle Mackenzie, Executive Support, Kimberley Regional Group 

To Mr Chuck Berger; CEO; Kimberley Development Commission  

Topic  Kimberley Housing Roundtable   

Attachment  5 

  

Date  26/02/2024 

From  Michelle Mackenzie, Executive Support, Kimberley Regional Group 

To Ms Janine Hatch; Director; Regional Development Australia Kimberley 

Topic  Kimberley Housing Roundtable 

Attachment  6 

  

Date  01/03/2024 

From  Michelle Mackenzie, Executive Support, Kimberley Regional Group 

To Luke Bosher:  Head of Program, Strategy and Impact Housing Australia 

Topic  Kimberley Housing Roundtable 

Attachment  7 

  

Date  14/03/2024 

From  Paul Rosair, Executive Officer, Kimberley Regional Group 

To The Hon Roger Cook MLA, Premier 

Topic  Key issues and actions raised at the meeting 

Attachment  8 

  

Date  14/03/2024 

From  Paul Rosair, Executive Officer, Kimberley Regional Group 

To The Hon Don Punch MLA, Minister for Regional Development  

Topic  Key issues and actions raised at the meeting 

Attachment  9 

  

Date  14/03/2024 

From  Paul Rosair, Executive Officer, Kimberley Regional Group 

To The Hon Hannah Beazley MLA, Minister for Local Government  

Topic  Key issues and actions raised at the meeting 

Attachment  10 

  

Date  10/04/2024 

From  David Menzel, Chair, Kimberley Regional Group 

To Hon Richard Maries, Hon Clare O’Neil, Hon Pat Conroy, Hon Matt Keogh, Hon 

Madeleine King, Hon Kristy McBain, Hon Paul Papalia, Ms Divina D’Anna MLA 

Topic  Kimberley Defence and Border Force Response 

Attachment  11 
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Resolution/s Action(s) / Budget Implications  

That the Correspondence be received and 

noted, and that the Executive Officer be 

directed on a response, if required.   

Nil 

Moved:  Shire of Derby West Kimberley  Responsible:   

Seconded:   Shire of Halls Creek Due date:    

Carried: 3/0  
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Attachment 2 Correspondence In: Kimberley Housing Roundtable 
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Attachment 3 Correspondence In: Kimberley Housing Roundtable 

 

 

 
 



Kimberley Regional Group: Minutes 19 April 2024  

  

 

15 | P a g e  

  

 

Attachment 4 Correspondence In: Key Issues & Actions raised at Meeting 
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Attachment 5 Correspondence Out: Kimberley Housing Roundtable 
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Attachment 6 Correspondence Out: Kimberley Housing Roundtable  
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Attachment 7 Correspondence Out: Kimberley Housing Roundtable 
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Attachment 8 Correspondence Out: Key Issues & Actions raised at Meeting 
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Attachment 9 Correspondence Out: Key Issues & Actions raised at Meeting 
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Attachment 10 Correspondence Out: Key Issues & Actions raised at Meeting 
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Attachment 11 Correspondence Out: Kimberley Defence & Border Force 

Response 
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6.   Formal Presentations 
             

Item for Discussion 

 
Submitted by: Executive Team 

 

Purpose 

 
To provide a forum for guests to address the KRG on relevant topics.  

 

Attendees 

 

Time Name Position Organisation 
2.40 – 2.55pm Dr Allan Dale Professor of Tropical 

Regional Development 

CRC Northern Australia 

The Cairns Institute, James 

Cook University 

3:00 – 3:15pm  Christy Hawker CEO BBY 

3:45 – 4:00pm Hon Louise 

Kingston 

Member for the South West 

Region. Shadow Minister for 

Regional Cities; Climate 

Action; Tourism 

Western Australian National 

Party Opposition 

 

 
 
Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 

 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

Nil 

 

Resolution/s 

 

 

Action(s) 

For noting TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate    Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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7.   2024/25 Investment Prospectus  
             

Item for Decision 

 
Submitted by: Executive Team 

 

Attachment 12: 2024/25 Kimberley Investment Prospectus (attached separately) 

 

 

Purpose 

To confirm the Shire projects for the Investment Prospectus 2024/25. 

In summary  
 

• The Kimberley Regional Group agreed to update the Investment Prospectus as part of the State 

and Federal Election Strategy. 

• Councils were asked in December 2023 to review their projects and delete, update or include new 

projects. 

• The Shires of Broome, Halls Creek and Wyndham East Kimberley have updated their projects. 

We are awaiting information from the Shire of Derby West Kimberley regarding their projects – 

projects from the current Prospectus have been included in the document in the absence of 

updated information. 

• With the State and Federal government’s focus on building community resilience, the Prospectus 

has an introduction outlining the need for investment to build disaster resilience across the 

Kimberley and framed individual projects as contributing to stronger and more resilient 

communities.  

• Also included in the Prospectus is a section on how the projects contribute to Closing the Gap.  

• A draft designed Prospectus is attached. Once feedback has been received from the KRG a final 

proofread will be undertaken by the Executive Team and it will proceed to publication. 

• The final document will be available for the June 2024 Forum and will be used as an advocacy 

tool for the KRG election strategy. The document will be uploaded onto the KRG website. 

 

Background 
 

As above 

 

Details 
 

The following is a summary of projects in the current Investment Prospectus and projects for the 

updated Prospectus.  

 

Shire  Project in 2022/23 Prospectus  Projects for 2024/25 Prospects 

SoHC Tanami Road Upgrade Tamani Activation Plan 

SoHC Blueberry Hill Housing Project Social and Affordable housing  

SoHC 
 

Zero Depth Water Splash Pad 

SoHC  A Cultural Centre and Multi-Purpose 

Evacuation Facility  
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SWEK East Kimberley Regional Airport and 

Business Precinct  

East Kimberley Regional Airport and 

Business Precinct 

SWEK Kununurra key worker housing and 

accommodation  

Key Worker Housing Kununurra 

SWEK Wyndham Boat Ramp Foreshore 

Redevelopment Facility 

Wyndham Boat Ramp Foreshore 

Redevelopment Facility 

SDWK Derby Wharf Precinct Masterplan and 

Redevelopment  

TBA 

SDWK Fitzroy Crossing Multipurpose 

Complex Masterplan and 

Redevelopment  

TBA 

SDWK Great Northern Highway to Looma 

Road reconstruction and reseal  

TBA 

Broome Sanctuary Road Broome – Caravan 

Park, Key Worker and Over 55s 

Cable Beach Foreshore 

Redevelopment  

Broome Broome Boating Facility Broome Boating Facility 

Broome  Broome Recreation and Aquatic 

Centre Redevelopment  

Regional Resource Recovery Park  

 

Risk 
 

Reputational: The Prospectus is not contemporary or reflective of need.  

Financial: Lack of agreement on key Kimberley projects, and alignment with government priorities, 

may reduce government’s confidence to invest. 

 

 

Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 

 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Up to $3,600 has been approved for updating 

Prospectus including updating the text and 

graphic design work. Up to $1,000 has been 

allocated for printing costs. 

 

 

Resolution/s 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

That the Kimberley Regional Group 

members discuss the draft Investment 

Prospectus and advise of changes 

required.  

 

 

SDWK CEO to provide the Executive Team 

their updated project information as a priority. 

Moved: Shire of Derby West Kimberley Responsible: SDWK  

Seconded:  Shire of Halls Creek Due date:  April  

Carried: 3/0 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate    Facilitate 

Partner         Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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8.   Kimberley Housing Roundtable   
             

Item for Decision 

 
Submitted by: Executive Team 

 

 

Purpose 
 

To decide on a location and possible dates for the Kimberley Housing Roundtable. 
 

In summary  
 

• The KRG endorsed hosting a Kimberley Housing Roundtable at the February 2024 meeting - The 

Roundtable is a key part of the Housing Advocacy Strategy  

• The Kimberley Development Commission (KDC) has approved $10K towards the Roundtable and 

Regional Development Australia (RDA) $2.5K. 

• Housing Australia is strongly supportive and whilst they cannot provide funding support, they have 

agreed to provide in kind support by preparing a Background Paper and engaging the Nous Group 

to facilitate the Roundtable and contribute to the Report and Recommendations that arise from 

the Roundtable. 

• Housing Australia have to deliver 40,000 new homes across Australia under the Housing Australia 

Future Fund Facility and National Housing Accord Facility 

• They see the Roundtable as a key step to increase government investment in housing across the 

Kimberley and are keen to use this initiative to start discussions on a new approach to increase 

government investment in the Kimberley through a Kimberley Housing Investment Strategy.  

• Decisions need to be made by the KRG to guide the Roundtable’s logistics.  
 

Background 
 

As above 

Details 
 

A number of decisions need to be made by the KRG on the Roundtable’s logistics. These include: 
 

Location  

• A location is needed that is cost effective and will facilitate attendance by State and Federal 

government agencies and attendees from across the Kimberley.  

• The NAJA team will work with the Shire where the Roundtable is being held on logistics such as 

a venue, catering, Welcome to Country etc.  

Date 

• The Roundtable needs to be held on a date that doesn’t clash with key Kimberley events. Also the 

date needs to provide time for attendees to plan their travel and accommodation and to include 

travel time during working hours. Also there needs to be enough time for a background paper to 

be written and disseminated to attendees. 

• The findings of the Roundtable can inform the State and Federal election strategy.  
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The following events need to be considered when choosing a date for the Roundtable: 

• 15 May   Executive Officer back from leave 

• 17 May    Ord Valley Muster, Kununurra 

• 20 June    Joint KRG / RCAWA Forum, Perth  

• 29 June - 14 July   School Holidays 

• 2 - 4 July   ALGA National General Assembly, Canberra  

• 5 July   Mowanjum Festival, Mowanjum  

• 7 - 14 July    NAIDOC Week 

• 13 - 15 Aug  Rising Regions Forum Canberra  

• 17 Aug - 1 Sep   Shinju Matsuri Festival, Broome 

• 24 Aug   Broome Cup 

• 26 - 28 Aug  Developing Northern Australia Conference, Karratha 

• 28 - 30 Aug  Kimberley Economic Forum, Kununurra 

• 30 - 31 Aug  Taste of the Kimberley, Kununurra 

Based on available dates, holding the Roundtable the week of the 3rd or 10th of June could be 

considered. The date of the Roundtable will need to be confirmed with Housing Australia and the 

facilitator for their availability.  

 
 

Risk 
 

Reputational: if the Kimberley Housing Roundtable is not a success 

 

 

Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 

 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

$10K granted by the Kimberley 

Development Commission  

 

 

 

$2.5K granted from Regional 

Development Australia Kimberley 

$5K allocated by the KRG 

 

 

 

Housing Australia is providing a facilitator  

The Roundtable budget will be 

recalibrated reflect income.  

 

 

Resolution/s 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

1. That the KRG note the progress of the 

Kimberley Housing Roundtable and 

2. Possible dates and location to be decided 

out of session  
 

 

Executive to liaise with members out of 

session to discuss and decide on the date 

and location for the Kimberley Housing 

Roundtable and EO to report back to the 

KRG.  

Moved: Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley Responsible: Executive Team 

Seconded:  Shire of Derby West Kimberley Due date:  As appropriate 

Carried: 3/0 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

e 

Advocate    Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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9.   Co-operative Research Centre Northern Australia  
             

Item for Discussion with Dr Allan Dale Professor of Tropical Regional 

Development 

 
Submitted by: Executive Team 

 

 

Purpose 

 

To provide an overview on work being done by the Co-operative Research Centre for Northern 

Australia on an Enabling Infrastructure Package to activate the White Paper for Developing Northern 

Australia.  

 

In summary 

 

• The KRG received a presentation from the Executive Officer on the work of Dr Allan Dale, 

Professor of Tropical Regional Development at Jame Cook University and the Chief Scientist for 

the Co-operative Research Centre for Northern Australia. (CRCNA) 

• The CRCNA is undertaking an Emerging Analysis for the refreshed White Paper for Developing 

Northern Australia  

• A focus of the CRCNA’s work is the development of an Integrated Enabling Infrastructure Package 

which will: 

o Improve East-West Connectivity 

o Link Equity of Access to Indigenous and Remote Communities 

o Lead to More Open Supply Chains into the Indo-Pacific 

• Professor Dale will present to the KRG on CRCNA’s work on the White Paper refresh.  

• The KRG’s Investment Prospectus has reflected the work of the CRCNA for an Integrated 

Enabling Infrastructure Package to build social and economic resilience across the Kimberley. 

 

Background 
 

• As above 

Details: 
See powerpoint presentation below:  
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Risk: 
Reputational: Without linking to the work of CRCNA our advocacy may be weakened 

Financial: Without engaging with the CRCNA Kimberley investment opportunities may be missed 

 
 

 

Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 

 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nil.  

 

Resolution/s 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

That the KRG support the Cooperative 

Research Centre for Northern Australia’s work 

for activating the White Paper for Developing 

Northern Australia. 

 

 

Executive Officer to work with Alan Dale 

on progressing KRG’s involvement in 

developing the White Paper.  

 

Moved: Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley Responsible: Executive Officer 

Seconded:  Shire of Halls Creek Due date:  As appropriate 

Carried:        3/0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate    Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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10.   Advocacy Strategy Management and Maintenance 
of Social Housing  
             

Item for Discussion   

 
Submitted by: Executive Team 

 

Attachment 13 – Advocacy Strategy  

 

 

Purpose 

To discuss an advocacy strategy for better management of public housing by the Department of 

Communities.  

In summary  

• The Shire of Broome at the February 2024 KRG meeting raised concerns with the management 

of public housing by the Department of Communities, in particular the cyclone/fire and public 

health risk of homes due to accumulated rubbish, lack of maintenance and the state of disrepair. 

• The state of the homes leads to poor health outcomes for tenants i.e. rheumatic heart diseases  

• The KRG resolved that the Executive Officer develop a strategy for discussion at the April 2024 

meeting 

• An ‘inside track’ advocacy strategy has been developed to work with the government to support 

better housing outcomes for tenants and communities in Kimberley.  

• If the approach of working positively behind the scenes with government to get increased action 

and investment is not successful, the approach can be reviewed to see whether an ‘outside track’ 

more public facing advocacy approach will deliver the outcomes sought.   

Background 

• Local government has powers under the Public Health Act WA, Health Local Laws, the Local 

Government Act, and the Emergency Management Act in relation to serious and material public 

health risks and habitable homes – however the Crown is not bound by many of these powers. 

• Property and tenancy management (i.e. collecting of rent / housing inspections) is either 

undertaken by the Department or outsourced to an NGO - up to four inspections can be done 

annually although generally only one per year is undertaken.  

• The management of maintenance is outsourced by the Department of Communities through a 

head maintenance contract with tenants having to contact a 1800 number to log maintenance 

issues. This arrangement is seen as inadequate and funding for maintenance does not meet need.  
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• To support tenants who find it difficult to maintain their tenancies, the Department of Communities 

funds the THRIVE program. Nirrumbuk Aboriginal Corporation has the contract for THRIVE across 

the Kimberley.  

• The lack of investment in social housing and preventive and reactive maintenance by government 

contributes to poor public housing. 

• Community housing organisations provide an alternative to government property and tenancy 

management and maintenance. They take an integrated approach and rresearch by the 

Productivity Commission shows they deliver better outcomes for tenants and communities.  

• Increasing the footprint of community housing providers across the Kimberley could assist with 

better social housing infrastructure and service standards.  
 

Details 

Department of Communities support for social housing tenants. 

The Department of Communities THRIVE program for Aboriginal housing and public housing tenants 

aims to assist tenant to improve their life skills, increase their ability to manage their household 

independently and participate in their community. 

Nirrumbuk Environmental Health and Services co-ordinate a consortium of THRIVE providers across 

the Kimberley. Consortium providers include:  

• Winun Ngari's in Derby  

• Marra Worra Worra Aboriginal Corporation in Fitzroy Crossing 

• Jungarni Jutiya in Halls Creek  

• Waringarri Aboriginal Corporation in Kununurra and surrounds. 

The key services THRIVE providers offer include:  

• Referral and opt in basis 

• Tailored case coordination and management that addresses the wider needs of client 

• Culturally and linguistically appropriate support 

• Direct support provision 

• Regular home visits 

• Support service navigation and referral facilitation assistance. Potentially providing the opportunity 

for the greater community services sector to play its part. 

Department of Health Aboriginal Environmental Health program 

The Department of Health has funded environmental health activities in remote Aboriginal 

communities for many years. The program was reviewed in 2022 with the recommendation that WA 

Health commits to sustained investment for ongoing funding of the AEH Program. The Department 

has advised that it will work closely with the Aboriginal health sector and environmental health service 

providers to co-design the program moving forward, including its focus, expectations, outcomes and 

reporting requirements – all of which will be reflected in future contract tenders and terms. 
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Advocacy Strategy for Discussion  

The advocacy strategy is attached. The Advocacy Strategy is ‘inside track’ working behind the scenes 

in partnership with other Kimberley organisations for action by government. If this approach is not 

successful it can be reviewed to see if a more publicly facing approach asking for government action 

will deliver the outcomes sought.  

 

Risk 

 

Reputational: without an agreed strategy and tactics advocacy effort may be unaligned and 

opportunities to drive change lost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 

 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TBA 

 

Resolution/s 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

That the KRG support the proposed advocacy 

strategy to support the better management and 

maintenance of social housing in the 

Kimberley.  

 

 

1. SDWK to provide Executive Team with 

the work that they have progressed. 

2. EO to develop a template for members 

to populate to support the advocacy 

strategy. 

 

 

Moved: Shire of Derby West Kimberley Responsible: Executive Team / SDWK 

Seconded:  Shire of Halls Creek Due date:  As appropriate 

Carried: 3/0 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

 

Advocate    Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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Attachment 14 Advocacy Strategy 
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11.    Inquiry into Local Government Sustainability  
             

Item for Discussion 

 
Submitted by: Executive Team 

 

Attachment 14 – Framework for the KRG Submission  

 

 

Purpose 
 

To provide information on the new House of Representatives Standing Committee inquiry into local 

government sustainability. 
 

In summary  
 

• The House of Representatives Standing Committee on Regional Development, Infrastructure and 

Transport has been tasked to inquire into and report on local government sustainability. 

• The inquiry was adopted on 21 March 2024 following a referral from the Minister for Infrastructure, 

Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, the Hon Catherine King MP. 

• The Committee is seeking written submissions by 3 May 2024 from organisations and individuals 

that provide recommendations relating to any or all of the inquiry’s terms of reference. 

• It was agreed out of session discussion by the KRG Chair and the secretariat that the KRG should 

put in a submission raising long standing sustainability issues and solutions to address these.  

• The proposed framework for the submission is attached for discussion  

• The submission will be progressed by the Executive Team, who will seek information from member 

Councils as required, and will liaise with WALGA to inform the submission.  

• An extension of time has been sought from to lodge the KRG submission.  

• Out of session endorsement for the final submission will be sought from KRG members prior to 

lodging the submission. 
 

Background  

 

 

 

 

The committee Terms of Reference are as follows: The House of Representatives Standing 

Committee on Regional Development, Infrastructure and Transport will inquire into and report on local 

government matters, with a particular focus on: 
• The financial sustainability and funding of local government 

• The changing infrastructure and service delivery obligations of local government 

• Any structural impediments to security for local government workers and infrastructure and 

service delivery 

• Trends in the attraction and retention of a skilled workforce in the local government sector, 

including impacts of labour hire practices 

• The role of the Australian Government in addressing issues raised in relation to the above 

• Other relevant issues. 
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Committee members are:  

• Chair - Mr Luke Gosling OAM MP – Australian Labor Party - Solom NT  

• Deputy Chair - Mr Tony Pasin MP – Australian Liberal Party - Barker SA  

• Mr Colin Boyce MP Liberal National Party of Queensland, Flynn QLD 

• Hon Scott Buchholz MP Liberal National Party of Queensland, Wright QLD 

• Ms Lisa Chesters MP Australian Labor Party, Bendigo VIC 

• Dr Helen Haines MP Independent, Indi VIC 

• Mr Rob Mitchell MP Australian Labor Party, McEwen VIC 

• Ms Tracey Roberts MP Australian Labor Party, Pearce WA 

• Ms Joanne Ryan MP Australian Labor Party, Lalor VIC 

• Mr Tony Zappia MP Australian Labor Party, Makin SA 

The only Western Australian sitting on the inquiry, Ms Tracey Roberts, was the former Mayor of the 

City of Wanneroo, President of the Western Australian Local Government Association and Vice 

President of the Australian Local Government Association.   Details on the inquiry can be found at - 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Regional_Development_Infrast

ructure_and_Transport/Localgovernmentsustaina.  
 

Details 

 

 

The proposed framework for the KRG submission is attached for discussion and input.  
 
 

Risk 

 

Financial: That the sustainability issues facing KRG Members are not addressed without an evidence-

based submission.  

Reputational: Without providing a submission, the KRG may not be seen as a powerful voice for the 

region or for local government.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=245392
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=240756
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=299498
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=230531
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=249710
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=282335
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=M3E
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=157125
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=249224
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=HWB
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Regional_Development_Infrastructure_and_Transport/Localgovernmentsustaina
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Regional_Development_Infrastructure_and_Transport/Localgovernmentsustaina
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Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 

 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nil. strategy.  

 

Resolution/s 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

That the KRG 

1.Support the framework for the KRG 

submission into the Federal Inquiry into Local 

Government Sustainability;  

2. Provide case studies to illustrate the points 

made in the submission; and 

3. Note that the submission will be circulated for 

out of session endorsement. The end date for 

submission is the 31st May 2024.  

 

 

Members to send through case studies to 

illustrate the points made in attachment 14 

the framework for the KRG submission to 

the Executive Officer.   

 

Executive Officer to circulate draft 

submission to members out of session for 

feedback prior to finalising the submission 

by the 31st May.  

Moved: Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley Responsible: Members / Executive 

Officer 

Seconded:  Shire of Halls Creek Due date:  31st May 2024 

Carried:        3/0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate    Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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Attachment 14 Framework for the KRG Submission 
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12.   Kimberley Regional Group Priority Action List 
             

Item for Discussion 

 
Submitted by: Executive Team 

 
Attachment 15 Status Report, KRG Prioritised Action List  

 
 

Purpose 

To provide a status update on the progression of action items.  

In summary  

• The Priority Action List for 2023/24 was developed from a November 2022 workshop, and 

presented to members for feedback and become a standing item on the agenda 

• The Executive Team is allocating resources to drive actions, and  scoping out project costings for 

additional consultancy work as required. 

• This paper provides a status update on priority actions.  

• It must be noted that the priority actions do not preclude other activities from occurring, in particular 

seizing opportunities as they arise.  

 

Background 
 

As above 

 

Details 

As above 

 
 

Risk 

Operational: Without agreement on the priority work to be progressed by KRG members and the 

Executive Team opportunities may be missed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kimberley Regional Group: Minutes 19 April 2024  

  

 

56 | P a g e  

  

 

 
Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 
 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional consultancy money to progress 

some actions to be considered after a 

scope of works has been presented for 

endorsement 

 

 

Resolution/s 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

1.That the KRG notes the progress of the action 

items  

 

 

EO to commence preparations for a 

strategic workshop to be held later in the 

year which will also refresh the priorty 

action list as a result.   

Moved: Shire of Halls Creek Responsible: Executive Team 

Seconded:  Shire of Derby West Kimberley Due date:  As appropriate 

Carried: 3/0   

 

Attachment 15 KRG Prioritised Action List Status April 2024 

 

Ongoing Complete On track Pending Behind 

Type of 
Activity 

Actions Within 
contract 
scope 

Status Update 

Facilitate 
and partner 

Develop a collective Kimberley Housing 
Investment Strategy and pitch that outlines 
what’s been done to date and future 
opportunities including: 
• List of priority projects  
• Cost to deliver these homes and 

partnership opportunities.  
• Funding strategy to implement identified 

projects. 
 

No • Housing Advocacy Strategy 
endorsed at November 2023 
meeting.  

 
• Housing Roundtable a key 

step in developing a 
collective Kimberley 
Housing Investment 
Strategy. Roundtable 
endorsed at February 2024 
meeting 

Facilitate 
and Partner  

• Host a Kimberley Housing Roundtable No • $10K received from KDC 
 
• $2.5K received from RDA 

Kimberley 
 
• Housing Australia agreed to 

participate and to provide in 
kind support 

Advocate  • Housing Maintenance Advocacy Strategy  
 

Yes  • Strategy to be developed for 
KRG endorsement 

Advocate • Tanami Activation Strategy  
 

No • KDC is leading this work 
Likely a funding application 
for a precinct plan will be 
lodged 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate    Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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• KRG will continue to liaise 
with KDC and Shire of Halls 
Creek 

 
• Activation strategy is 

included in the Investment 
Prospectus and Election 
Strategy 

Advocate • Review the KRG land policy and strategy 

• Advocate for policy changes to the 
transfer of Crown land to freehold for the 
provision of housing, with savings 
allocated for headworks or other activities 
to facilitate development. 

 

Yes • Adopted paper to be 
updated  

Partner • Develop a joint project to quantify shire 
expenditure on vandalism/property 
crime.  

• Develop a Local Government community 
safety package for Ministers Winton, 
Carey and Papalia – i.e., Street lighting 
(LED), CCTV, infrastructure, policing, 
child centred – preventative services and 
wrap around services.  
 

No • Scope of works endorsed at 
November 2023 meeting.  

 
• RFQ released by SWEK for 

consultants 
 
• NAJA engaged to undertake 

this project and start date 
TBC. 

Improve 
performance 
  

• Improving performance by learning from 
others (Benchmarking Project)  

• All services provided to improve 
efficiencies and learning from others   
 

No • Benchmarking project 
endorsed at November 2023 
meeting. 
 

• Emails sent to CEO’s 
requesting a contact for the 
information. 

 
• Information received from 

SWEK and Broome. Derby 
working to provide 
information by the 19th of 
April.  

Monitor and 
Advocate   

• Develop scope of works and commission 
research to understand the funding 
shortfall facing Kimberley Councils to 
inform an advocacy strategy for 
increased financial assistance (FAGS) 
from state and federal government.   

No • Scope of works endorsed at 
November 2023 meeting.  

 
• RFQ released by SWEK for 

consultants. 
 
• NAJA engaged to undertake 

this project and start date 
TBC. 

Advocate   Execute Pre-election strategy     
 

 • Gather government election 
priorities   

Yes • Review government 
commitments 

 • Create Investment Prospectus 
2024  

No • Funding allocated by KRG. 
 

• Information sought from 
Councils. Item of April 2024 
agenda. for endorsement  

 • Develop pre-election summary 
document 
 

No • Develop pitch and layout  

 • Develop communication and 
advocacy plan  

Yes • Key messages / key 
stakeholders  

 • Launch Pre-election document  Yes • Joint meeting in Perth 
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 • Undertake advocacy   Yes • Meetings in Perth and 

Canberra 
Advocate • Potential summit with Regional Australia 

Institute, 14-15 August, Canberra 

Yes • NAJA negotiating reduced 
conference package and 
opportunities  

Advocate • Submission to the Federal Inquiry into 
Local Government Sustainability. 

Yes • Submission Framework on 
the April 2024 agenda for 
discussion and input. 

• Submissions due 3rd May 
2024. 

Advocate • Expansion of mental health services. 
• Expansion of family and domestic 

violence services. 
• Expansion of aged care services. 
• Health facilities that are fit for purpose in 

Aboriginal communities.  
 

Yes • Data needed – an 
opportunity to lead joint 
advocacy with NGOs 

Advocate  • Advocate for whole of family approach 
and wrap around services to be located 
in the Kimberley. 

 

Yes • Roll into pre-election 
strategy.   
 

• Benchmarking exercise to 
assist with this.  

Advocate   • Develop a stakeholder engagement, 
communications and advocacy strategy 
in line with the Policy Papers  
 

Yes • Roll into pre-election 
strategy. 

Advocate • Develop advocacy strategies to 
encourage economic diversification 
including mining; tourism; agriculture; 
defence; creative Industries; small 
business; Indigenous business growth 

 

Yes • Ongoing advocacy and 
engagement  

Advocate • Advocate for MOG initiatives around 
better place based regional service 
delivery to be progressed. 

 

Yes • Ongoing advocacy and 
engagement.  

Advocate 
Facilitate 

• Update KRG Investment Prospectus 
 

90% • Complete  

Advocate • Develop White Paper with clear positions  Yes Complete – Instead of White 
Paper individual Position Papers 
Developed-  
• Prosperous and Diverse 

Economy 
• Housing 
• Management of Alcohol and 

Other Drugs 
• Juvenile Justice 
• Community Safety and 

Crime Prevention  
• Provision of Government 

Services 
• Emergency Management  

 
Advocate • Increase support for mitigation measures, 

• infrastructure replacement to be more 
resilient. 

• Removal of the distinction between 
ordinary and additional costs in NDR 
payments. 

Yes • Independent Review of 
Commonwealth Disaster 
Funding Submission 
endorsed and submitted.  
 

• Senate Inquiry submission 
endorsed and submitted.  

• EM Policy Paper endorsed 
and submitted.  
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• Streamlined contracting and procurement 
processes, surety to payments, and 
immediate access to NDR funds.  

 

 

• These points included in 
submissions and EM Policy 
Paper. 

 
Facilitate 
and Partner 

• Develop strong relationships with NHFIC 
(National Housing Finance Investment 
Corporation), Development WA and the 
Department of Communities – invite 
CEOs to KRG meeting to discuss 
partnership opportunities.  
 

Yes • NHFIC, now Housing 
Australia, attended 
November 2023 meeting.  

• Will be engaged through 
Housing Advocacy 
Strategy.   
 

Advocate  Develop a stakeholder engagement and 
communications plan, and advocacy strategy, 
to drive the actions identified in the Housing 
Policy Position, i.e.:  
• State and federal social and affordable 

housing investment programs target the 
Kimberley 

• Community housing partnerships. 
• The DPLH support Shires to review 

housing needs in each town. 
• Changes to Government Regional Officer 

Housing and Home Ownership Subsidy 
Scheme policies 

• Government incentives for new supply  
• Changes to finance lending practices for 

home purchase 
 

Yes • Item for November 2023 
meeting  

Advocate • Submission to Aviation Green Paper Yes • Submission endorsed at 
November 2023 meeting 
and submitted 
 

Performance • Review KRG Governance Documents  Yes • Governance documents 
endorsed at November 2023 
meeting.   
 

Advocate  • Submission to National Housing and 
Homelessness Plan  

Yes • Submission lodged based 
on Housing Policy Position  
 

Advocate  • First Port of Entry Status   Yes • Letters sent to State and 
Federal Government 
Ministers – continued to be 
raised in meetings with 
government.  
 

• Expanded FPOE status 
being progressed for 
Broome 
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13.   Around the Grounds  
             

Item for Discussion 
 
Submitted by: Executive Team 
 

 

Purpose 

This session provides an opportunity for members to share information of a local or regional nature 

that may provide opportunities for collaboration or may serve the purposes of sharing a learning that 

could impact the region as a whole.  
 

In summary  

• Since the inception of this agenda item in February 2023, two events were deemed major enough 
to steer discussion: the floods and the Canberra visit.  

• For this meeting, it has been left to each Shire to introduce a topic/s of their choice that they deem 
relevant for the group. It is the intention that each Shire can hold the floor for up to 5 minutes, after 
which the item can either be followed up out of session or raised as an agenda item for the next 
meeting.  

 

 Issues discussed  

 Bridge issues 

 

SDWK raised that there either is or likely to be a significant “weight restrictions” placed on the Willare 

Bridge, and we assume Minnie. This is causing issues between West and East Kimberley and further 

to the NT.  

 

The Shire of Halls Creek raised issues with the closure of the Tanami Road due to flooding and the 

Stuart Creek Bridge being underwater. The remote communities of Mulan, Billliluna and Balgo have 

been cut off by road for weeks with people being stuck in Halls Creek contributing to chronic 

overcrowding of homes. This work needs to be prioritised as part of the Tanami Road upgrade. 

 

 

SWEK raised issues regarding bushfire management across the Kimberley and advised that Grey 

Mackay from the Land Alliance heads up a group of key players in this space. He has funding to 

facilitate coordination and communication with key stakeholders like shire Rangers, Indigenous 

Rangers, Pastoralists and DFES Staff. It was suggested that Mr Mackay present at the October KRG 

meeting.  

 

Risk  

Operational and reputational: if key issues facing KRG members are not understood by the KRG. 
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Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 
 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution/s 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

For information only  

 

SWEK and SoHC to send through bridge issues 

to the EO. The KRG write to State and Federal 

Government raising these issues. 

 

That Grey Mackay from the Land Alliance be 

invited to the October KRG meeting to present 

on bushfire issues in the Kimberley.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate     Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 



Kimberley Regional Group: Minutes 19 April 2024  

  

 

62 | P a g e  

  

 

14.   KRG Position Papers  
            

Item for Noting 

 
Submitted by: Executive Team 

 

Attachment 16: Position Paper – Management of Alcohol and other Drugs (attached separately) 

Attachment 17: Position Paper – Community Safety and Crime Prevention (attached separately) 

Attachment 18: Position Paper – Housing (attached separately) 

Attachment 19: Position Paper – Juvenile Justice (attached separately) 

Attachment 20: Position Paper – Prosperous Diverse Economy (attached separately) 

Attachment 21: Position Paper – Provision of Government Services (attached separately) 

Attachment 22: Position Paper – Emergency Management (attached separately) 

 

Purpose 

That the Kimberley Regional Group notes the refreshed set of Position Papers which will be used for 

advocacy as part of the State and Federal Election Strategy. 

 

In summary  

• In February 2023 the Kimberley Regional Group endorsed six position papers with a seventh 

paper on Emergency Management endorsed in November 2023 -  

1. Management of Alcohol and Other Drugs;  

2. Community Safety and Crime Prevention; 

3. Housing; 

4. Juvenile Justice;  

5. Prosperous Diverse Economy; 

6. Provision of Government Services; and  

7. Emergency Management 

• The Position Papers are located on the KRG website and have been used to inform KRG 

submissions to government, and for advocacy purposes and have been well received. 

• The Position Papers have been refreshed to ensure that they remain contemporary.  

Background 
 

As above 
 

Details 

Minor changes have been made to most Position Papers. The context of the Housing Position Paper has 

been changed to align with the Kimberley Development Commission’s Residential Housing and Land 

Snapshot November 2023 and to include advocacy points relating to the eligibility for remote area 

housing salary sacrifice for rental and home ownership and the salary sacrifice and FBT exemptions of 

mortgage interest for Kimberley owner occupied homes. The Management of Alcohol and Other Drugs 

has been updated to reflect changes to Banned Drinkers Legislation. 
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Risk 

Reputational: lack of alignment on key policy positions across the Kimberley Shires and 

engagement and advocacy is not evidence based. 

 

Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 
 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$720 allocated for graphic design and printing 

costs. 

 

Resolution/s 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

That the KRG notes the refreshed Position 
Papers.  

 

 

Refreshed Papers to be uploaded onto the 

KRG Website  

  

Moved: Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley Responsible: As required 

Seconded:  Shire of Derby West Kimberley Due date:  As required 

Carried: 3/0 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate     Facilitate 

Partner         Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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15.   Election Strategy  
             

Item for Noting  

 
Submitted by: Executive Team 

 

 

Purpose 
 

To provide an update on the Kimberley Regional Group State and Federal government election 

strategy.  
 

In summary  
 

• The KRG endorsed an election strategy at the November 2023 meeting – the aim of the strategy 

is pre-election commitments for new investment in Kimberley infrastructure and services  

• Up to $7600 was allocated by the KRG towards this strategy.  

• This paper provides a progress update of the election strategy  

• The State and Federal Government 2024/25 budgets will be announced in May 2024. These 

budgets will inform the KRG election requests. 
 

Background 
 

As above 

Details 
 

Election strategy actions and timetable status update  

 

The following is a status update of the pre-election strategy 

 

Action When Material Required / comments Status update 

Gather federal and 

state priorities for the 

Kimberley 

January 2024 Research undertaken. 

 

Complete 

Update Investment 

Prospectus 

March 2024 An item to endorse the Prospectus is in 

the April 2024 agenda papers. 

 

Awaiting 

information  

Refresh Position 

Papers  

March 2024 An item to endorse the updated papers 

in in the April 2024 agenda papers. 

On track 

Develop an Election 

Summary document 

to front the election 

pack 

April / May 

2024 

2-4 page document summarising 

Kimberley statistics and compelling 

election asks from the prospectus and 

position paper. To be finalised after 

State and Federal Government budgets 

are handed down. 

On track 
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Action When Material Required / comments Status update 

Develop key 

messages and a 

communication plan 

May /June 

2024 

Under current contract On track 

Develop an 

advocacy and 

engagement plan 

May / June 

2024 

Under current contract On track 

Launch Pre-Election 

document  

June 2024 Potential to launch at the 20 June Perth 

Joint Forum with the RCAWA. 

On track 

Undertake advocacy 

and engagement  

July 2024 – 

March 2025 

Need to link this with KRG Canberra 

visit 

TBD 

 
 

Risk 
 

Operational and Reputational: Without a pre-election strategy, opportunities to drive the KRG’s 

policy and advocacy agenda may be missed. 

 
 

 

Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 

 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Up to $7,600 plus GST has been allocated 

towards the documents for the election 

strategy. strategy.  

 

Resolution/s 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

That the KRG note the progress of the election 

strategy  

 

 

 

Moved: Shire of Derby West Kimberley Responsible: - 

Seconded:  Shire of Halls Creek Due date:  - 

Carried:         3/0 

 

 

 

 

 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate    Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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16.   Executive Officer Report 
             

Item for Noting 
 
Submitted by: Executive Officer 
 
Attachment 23: EO Report March 2024 

 

 

Purpose 

To update the KRG on the Executive Officer services provided for the period January 2024 inclusive. 
 

Background 

The attached report provides information about the services provided, activities undertaken and time 

allocation over the past two months.   
 

Details 

As in included attachment. 
 

Risk  

Nil 

 

 

Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 

 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution/s 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

That the Executive Officers Report be 

received and endorsed 

 

 

 

Moved: Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley Responsible:  

Seconded:  Shire of Derby West Kimberley Due date:   

Carried: 3/0   

 

 

 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate     Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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 Attachment 23:  EO Report – March 2024 
 

Project Work / Activity 

Refer to business arising and KRG action lists for all activities the Executive is working on. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project / Activity Status Item  

Administrative Matters and Meetings Ongoing - 

Website and social media LinkedIn posts continuing - 

State and Federal Government 

Election Strategy 

Implementing Strategy  15 

Strategic Planning  Implementation of the KRG Prioritised 

Action List 

12 

Advocacy Strategy Management of 

Social Housing  

Implementing Strategy  10 

Kimberley Housing Roundtable Funding received and roundtable 

progressing  

8 

Office of Northern Australia White 

Paper 

Dr Allan Dale to present to the 

members.  

9 

Submission to the Federal Inquiry 

into Local Government Sustainability  

Framework for the submission in the 

April 2024 Agenda Papers. 

11 

General Stakeholder Engagement Ongoing – see Stakeholder list 16 

Benchmarking Preparation of material - 
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Stakeholders 
 

 

 

Stakeholders Purpose 

Chuck Berger, CEO KDC 
Election Strategy, Investment 

Prospectus, Kimberley Housing 

Roundtable  

Tanami Activation Strategy 

Janine Hatch, Director, RDA Kimberley  
Kimberley Housing Roundtable 

Luke Bosher, Head of Program, Strategy, Impact Housing 

Australia  

Kimberley Housing Roundtable 

KRG members 
Investment Prospectus, Housing 

Australia Funding, Regional Precinct 

Funding 

KRG Secretariat  
Agenda items, advocacy discussions, 

finance administrative matters  

Anthony Kannis, Director General, Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage 

KRG matters update 
 

Louise Kingston, Shadow Minister for Climate Action, 
Regional Cities, Tourism 

Presentation to members at the April 
meeting 

Allan Dale, Co-operative Research Centre Northern 
Australia (CRCNA) Chief Scientist 

Northern Australia White Paper Action 
Plan Refresh  

Liz Ritchie, CEO, Regional Australia Institute Regions Rising 2024 National Summit 
Canberra 13th-15th August 

Paul Ferrante, Manager Regional North, DevelopmentWA KRG matters update 

Tim Fraser, Executive Director Local Government, DLGSC  KRG matters update 

Michael Andrew, Membership & Licensing Manager, 
Australian Hotels Association 

Joint advocacy letter / submission to 

government from KRG, RCAWA and 

AHA 

David MacLennan, CEO, City of Vincent 20th June 2024 Government Forum 
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Time Allocation September 2022 – March 2024 

 
Total 2-Yearly Contract: 1,728 Hours: Monthly from 8th of the month to 7th of the next month 

 

 

 

Note: as can be seen from the hours above, there has been a lot of time invested in determining the 

KRG strategic agenda, getting a prospectus in place, organising the governance documents, 

producing policy papers, writing submissions, organising and attending external meetings as well as 

the general running of the KRG and Zone meetings.  With 63 hours over budgeted time, the Executive 

Team has negotiated for these hours to be paid out to reset the baseline of monthly hours.  

The Executive Team have laid the foundations for future work, which will entail some core hours, and 

hours that will be deemed as project work outside of core hours. Moving forward the allocation of core 

and non-core hours will be managed acknowledging that some project work (whether completed by 

NAJA as extra work or by an external supplier) cannot be accommodated within budgeted Executive 

Officer hours.   

 

 

 

                   Paul              

………………Rosair 

Michelle 

Mackenzie 

Jane  

Lewis 

Support 

 Contract  Actual Contract Actual Contract  Actual Contract  Actual 

Sep 22 32 34 20 18 23 29 4 2 

Oct 22 32 22 20 8 23 24 4 1 

Nov 22 32 40 20 36 23 28 4 0 

Dec 22 15 12.5 10 26.25 10 1.5 2 0 

Jan 23 15 19 10 11 10 36 2 0 

Feb 23 32 15.5 20 9 23 25.5 4 0 

Mar 23 32 34 20 9.25 23 14.5 4 0 

Apr 23 32 19 20 9.5 23 24 4 0 

May 23 32 35 20 23.5 23 18.5 4 0 

June 23 32 37.5 20 21.25 23 27 4 0 

July 23 32 46 20 14.25 23 45 4 0 

Aug 23 32 54.5 20 35 23 58 4 6 

Sep 23 29 34.5 22 21.25 26 13 4 0 

Oct 23 29 30 22 27.5 26 25 4 8 

Nov 23 29 26 22 14.75 26 41.5 4 4 

Dec 23 15 18 11 12.50 14 6.5 2 10 

Jan 24 15 12 11 12 14 5 2 13.5 

Feb 24 29 35.5 22 22.75 26 17 4 11.5 

Mar 24 29 28 22 22.25 26 9 4 12 

TOTALS  525 553 352 354 408 448 68 68 

 

OVERALL                CONTRACT: 1353   ACTUALS:  1423 
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17.   General Business 
 

 

 

Item 

 

 

Responsible 

 

Comments /Actions Arising 

Canberra Visit 2024 Vernon 
Lawrence 

Place holder calendar invite sent for 13-15th August 
2024 to align with Regional Australia Institute. 3 
attendees confirmed. 

Guests / representatives 
to be invited to the Zone 
or KRG meetings in 
2024 

Members Executive Team requested by CEO group to bring 
this topic up for discussion. Who the members 
would like to have reports from on a regular basis 
at the Zone meetings.  
Currently:  

• WALGA 

• Regional Development Australia 

• Kimberley Development Commission 

• Australia’s Northwest  

• DLGSCI 

• Roads – position currently vacant 

June Forum 
 

Executive Team Invitations have been sent to 66 people (Federal 
Ministers, State Ministers, Departments, Local 
Government and Industry and Peak bodies). Room 
booked at the City of Vincent. 

Regions Rising 2023 
National Summit 
Program 
 

Executive Team Proposal received from Regional Australia Institute 
(RAI) for attendance by KRG. Executive Officer 
discussing proposal with RAI prior to presenting to 
KRG for consideration.  

Alan Dale Northern 
Australia Refresh 

Executive Team Presentation to April 2024 KRG Meeting. See Item 
10 

Hon Melissa Price MP 
KRG Meeting request -  
Member for Durack 

Executive Team Melissa Price has expressed interest in attending a 
meeting.  
 

Housing and Childcare 
Lobbying 

James Watt, 
Shire of Broome 

Attachment 24 – Housing and Childcare Advocacy  
The KRG supported progressing this work and the 
EO will update the action list and come back to the 
KRG with a proposal on how to progress this. 
 

Government Kimberley 
Resilience Package 

Executive Team 
Michelle 

Mackenzie  

Here is the link to the media statement: New 
multimillion-dollar program to build Kimberley 
resilience  - Read more here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wadepartmentofthepremierandcabinet.cmail19.com/t/y-l-xurlukl-dttlukuyhd-y/
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Attachment 24 Housing and Childcare Advocacy – Broome email  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kimberley Regional Group: Minutes 19 April 2024  

  

 

72 | P a g e  

  

 

Attachment 25 2024 Meeting dates 
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Meeting Closure: 5:00pm 


